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K oe 0 . CORT

The Plaza de Cort remains the heart of city life.

The square is named after the fact that many of the former courts and feudal
curias were located there. The square is regarded as kilometre zero, where
all the main roads of Mallorca begin.

History fells Hhat King
Jeames ] conguered
Mallosea in 7229, whete
he creaffed an instifafion
called e Greal and
General Cowncdl thai
tuled he enfite island,
Je 7778, wit e Pectee
of He New Osdler, handed
downe by Fhilp V., the
powerpreviously held by
e Cify Universify and
e Kingaom of Mallorea
was hanstevsed o e

7 owe Hall, and ifs
aufhoury over the enftie
island was cu back fo
solely he eify of F alma.
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The Baroque facade is the perennial image of the building.
It has been subject to several different reforms and was
declared a historical and artistic monument on 3rd June
1931.

The current Town Hall building, popularly known as La
Sala, was built over the former Sant Andreu hospital and
the former Casa de la Universidad. No evidence of the

design of the former building remains.

The building echoes the scheme of traditional Mallorcan
patrician houses, with three descending floors topped by
an impressive overhang. ¥ ii‘

On 28th February 1894, a huge fire left major flaws in the
building and practically gutted the entire inside. This
spurred a new reform of the Town Hall following the plans
drawn up by town architect Manuel Chdpuli.

The overhang, designed by Gabriel Torres and crafted in
red pine, juts out approximately three metres. It is held
up by eleven beams on which six male Atlas figures
alternate with five female caryatids. Thus, a female figure
coincides with the sixth section and marks the centre of
symmetrical facade.

7 he bench on e fagadk.

7 adlfionhas if al begple who wete oul of Work wonld sifhete, and
when they were asked, " So why aren [ you working?” e resbonse would
invariably be, “Jf if wesed o my artpadlls, iy am, efte,, ] d be working,
bult.l. For this veason, if is popularly called the (azy man's bench ot fhe
bench of e “sinofss”, which is Catalan means, “Jf it wesen 7ot




7 he clock is popularly
Known as En Figuera, i
memoty of Fere Joan
Flguera, e smelfer of the
st bell in the 744
cenury. Fot cenfuries if
was sifnated in a fowet on
Calle de (2 Victovia steet
Hai was demolished lasf
cenfinty.

Jfhas been on fagade of
e [ owne Hall since 7849,
and e cutsent clock was
manuiaciused foutfeen
years (afes.

A snail and a dragon are the
signatures of master stonecutter
Jaume Caracol (whose surname
means snail) and master sculptor
Francesc Dragd (whose surname
means dragon), who sculpted the
symbols of their nicknames on the
facade.



The Municipal Public
Library has been located
in the vestibule of the
Town Hall since 1927, in
the area previously
occupied by the fire station

Today only a Gothic portal
with the city's coat-of-
arms and blazoned wooden
doors remain from the
Sant Andreu hospital,
where the Great and
General Council used to
meet. It is located inside
the Cort building where the
coat-of-arms of Mallorca
can be seen engraved in
stone.

GIANTS Next 7o them ane fivo inote

The current giants owned by the ﬁfﬂ/&fs cqﬁ/e; 07:%

Palma Town Hall date from y

1961 and were christened Téfol ‘/ﬁ’/’%j thom the e Y

and Francinaina upon popular ZO%WWW%W@%

initiative. They are made of wood /05/46/%%% fre 5%%%/5/&

and card, measure 4.2 metres o

tall and are dressed in typical &V‘/W’ﬂ' W’”%W"“

Mallorcan garments. of alumininm and tesin,
measuse 3.8 mefres fall
and weigh 30 ky.7 hey are
also wamed 7 ofol and
Francinaina.

On the staircase are two more
giants, a group of musicians:
one with a tambourine and
flageolet, and the other with
the xeremeia, a local wind
instrument.




STAIRCASE OF HONOUR

Going up the Staircase of Honour.

The Staircase of Honour was designed by
architect Gaspar Benndzar. Itis a
sumptuous French-style staircase whose
front features the figures of mace-bearers
sculpted by Joan Monserrat. It also displays
the winged dragon that crowned the helmet
of King James |, and two coats-of-arms:
one with the royal arms of Aragon and the
other with those of Mallorca.

In the walls at the back near the
beginning of the staircase, there are
two smdll reliefs, one on each side,
depicting a turtle and a frog. These
figures date from 1926, when the
new Staircase of Honour was built.
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Fopular fradlfionhas if haf e
statsease was budlfvesy stowlty and
i a slapansh, happazard fashion.
[ hat is, hai constuction weny
simulfaneonsly af a furfle’s pace
and 4 thog's leap.



THE ARK OF THE SACKS

The Ark of the Sacks dates from the
17th century. It housed the four
sacks that contained the names of
the different people who might serve
on the city's jury. Once a year, the
ark was opened and a child under the
age of seven was in charge of taking
out the balls with the names of the
new jurymen. This procedure was
called “sack and Tuck”, “sack”
because the names were inside the
sack and “luck” because you had to
be very lucky for your name to be
chosen.

COPIES OF THE STANDARD There are also a series of noteworthy paintings:
AND THE STAFF OF COMMAND

Displayed in the glass case are copies
of King James I's standard and the
helmet of Martin | the Humane, with
which James | has traditionally been
depicted, and of the maces that the
mace-bearers carried when they
accompanied the jurymen around the
city.

Also displayed is the mayor's staff of
command, the symbol of the authority
of the visible head of the Town Hall.

%w MARTYRDOM OF CABRIT AND BASSA

Depicts the martyrdom of Cabrit and Bassa, executed because of

w o their loyalty to King James I



SAINT SEBASTIAN

A painting attributed to Van Dyck
depicting the patron saint of the
city, Saint Sebastian. Legend has
it thatin 1523 a plague epidemic
that was devastating the city of
Mallorca suddenly ended in the
month of august with the arrival
of a relic of the saint. Since then,
Saint Sebastian has been
worshipped in gratitude for his
protection and healing, and in
1634 he was officially declared
patron saint of the city.

THE MAYOR'S OFFICE

The former mayor's office contains
interesting antigue furnishings as
well as striking paintings: the portrait
of Raymond Lully by Ricard
Anckermann, the painting of the
jurymen venerating the Virgin, and
the painting depicting the dormition
of the Virgin Mary.

The mayor's office is dlso
outstanding for the entrance lobby
that leads to the main balcony on
the facade.

BURIAL OF RAYMOND LULLY
The burial entourage of Raymond Lully as it passes
through what is now Juan Carlos | square.




A painting dating from 1627 that
portrays King James |. Every 31st
December it is displayed on the facade
of the Town Hall where it presides over
the Festival of the Standard.

One popular radlfion on
the lasT day of e year
(s [ Jake childhen on a
walk 1o e [ owe Hall in
an ajfemp] 1o see the
“Man of the Noses”, a
chanactes, whohas as
many woses as thete
temain days in e
yean... [ bis flgure is e
porthaif of he King
James, who in facthas
jus one wose, precisely
the nunber, of days leff
i the 7%/;/




In both windows we can recognise
the figures of the mace-bearers,
symbols representing the jurymen
of the city, surrounded by the coats-
of-arms of the towns of Mallorca.
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Ajuntament de Palma




